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MISSION
The University of Memphis is a learner-centered
metropolitan research university providing high quality
educational experiences while pursuing new knowledge
through research, artistic expression and interdisciplinary
and engaged scholarship.
The University of Memphis is one of 45 institutions in
the Tennessee Board of Regents system, the sixth largest
system of higher education in the nation. TBR is the
governing board for this system, which comprises six
universities, 13 two-year colleges and 27 Colleges of
Applied Technology. The TBR system enrolls more than
80 percent of all Tennessee students attending public
institutions of higher education.
The University of Memphis’ name, seal, logos and Tigers
are registered marks of the University of Memphis and
use in any manner is prohibited unless prior written
approval is obtained from the University of Memphis.
The University of Memphis Magazine (USPS-662550) is published four times a year by the Division of
External Relations of the University of Memphis, 303
Administration Building, Memphis, TN 38152-3370.
Periodical Postage paid at Memphis, TN 38152.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Alumni &
Development Office, The University of Memphis, 120
Alumni Center, Memphis, TN 38152-3760.

◀ The lobby area of the old Brister Library,

constructed in 1928. (Photo by Justin Fox Burks)

		

“ I would argue that

education is the single
			most important thing

for the future of our city and for the state.
			If we can embrace affordability, the

opportunity for growth at 				
		 this university is significant
				and the opportunity to
			change lives is unparalleled.

”

– University of Memphis President

M. David Rudd

INNOVATIONS IN HEALTHCARE PRACTICES

		

“I’ve never seen a

Center of Excellence

achieve more in its first year.”
- Dr. Philip Bourne,

NIH associate director for data science
Imagine you are a smoker trying to kick the habit. At work, you approach a bench of co-workers who have lit up. The
urge suddenly kicks in — but then a sensor you are wearing and your smartphone take over, recognizing the situation
and sending a series of warning beeps followed by a phone call from a healthcare coach who addresses the urge.
This is an example of the exploding field of mobile health (mHealth) that is expected to make major impacts in the
early detection and prevention of major diseases. It is the research centerpiece of a group of heady scientists from
12 prestigious universities who are part of the National Institutes of Health Center of Excellence for Mobile Sensor
Data-to-Knowledge (MD2K). The Center, headquartered at the University of Memphis and led by lead scientist Dr.
Santosh Kumar, has made significant progress towards its goal of developing the software, tools and science to
use mobile sensor data to improve health. The ultimate goal is to develop timely and personalized mobile health
interventions for early detection and prevention of adverse health events.
MD2K is targeting two complex health conditions with high mortality risks – congestive heart failure (with a
focus on reducing hospital readmissions) and smoking (as previously noted). MD2K’s research and products
will also be applicable to other complex diseases, such as asthma, substance abuse and obesity. The team
is currently developing a multi-sensor approach for detecting when a newly abstinent smoker lapses for
the first time in a smoking cessation attempt, and a sensor for early detection of worsening lung fluid
congestions in congestive heart failure patients. Other major advancements are expected soon in this
$10.8 million initiative.

◀ MD2K features the top minds in computer
science, engineering, medicine, behavioral
science and statistics from the University
of Memphis, Cornell Tech, Georgia Tech,
Northwestern, Ohio State, Rice, UCLA, UCSan Diego, UC-San Francisco, University
of Michigan, West Virginia University, the
University of Massachusetts at Amherst
and the nonprofit Open mHealth.
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2009
“Brilliant 10” list
MD2K lead scientist Dr. Santosh Kumar
was selected to Popular Science magazine’s
2009 “Brilliant 10” list, which recognized “10
young geniuses shaking up science today.”
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OUR TIME TO SHINE

			“I am as proud of obtaining

					my undergraduate degree
		 from the University of Memphis

				as I am of playing in any of the Super Bowls.”
- Former Tiger Eddie Hill,

who played in Super Bowls with the then-Los Angeles Rams
in 1980 and with the Miami Dolphins in 1983 and 1985.

A spot in The Associated Press Top 25 football poll of 2015. A quarterback on multiple Heisman Trophy lists. A winning
streak that stretched to at least 15 games. Unprecedented success, yes, but it’s time to take it to the next level. The
University of Memphis has launched the $40 million Time to Shine campaign that will bring unrivaled state-of-the-art
football and basketball practice facilities to the Park Avenue Campus by the 2017 school year. Included is an indoor,
120-yard top-of-the-line artificial turf practice field with two field goals for football and a 50,000-sq.-ft. basketball
practice facility with academic support elements and a huge entryway that celebrates Memphis’ prestigious
basketball history.
“The NCAA landscape is shifting rapidly and this campaign is vital in order to keep the Tigers at the forefront of
these critical changes,” says UofM President M. David Rudd. “The opportunity to position the University among
the top institutions in the country is real. As other major public research universities have witnessed, the
enhanced national visibility afforded by major college sports is coupled with enrollment growth along with
increased resources for the core academic mission. And remaining competitive in major college athletics is
arguably the single most significant investment the UofM can make in expanding the local economy.”
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Tigers in the Super Bowl: Rick Ackerman/
Stanley Adams/Charlie Babb/Dennis
Biodrowski/Darrius Blevins/Isaac Bruce/
Russell Copeland/Jordan Devey/Robert
Douglas/Ken Dunek/Stephen Gostkowski/
Tim Harris/David Hathcock/Artis Hicks/
Eddie Hill/Reggie Howard/Clinton
McDonald/Mike McKenzie/Harry Schuh
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BUILDING SUCCESS

		“The Student Recreation and Fitness Center has 		
become a

vital part of students’ lives and health 		
on our campus and vividly demonstrates the 		
mind-body connection. Individuals who
		 take good care of their physical selves
are better able to tackle the rigors of academic life.”

- Dr. Rosie Phillips Bingham,
vice president for Student Affairs

A look around the ever-changing landscape of the UofM campus is a tangible illustration of the progress happening here.
Centennial Place, our new $53 million residence hall, will feature 24 student apartments and 300 single- and doubleoccupancy rooms, which will provide housing for up to 780 students. The modern design boasts plenty of green space,
private study areas and room for collaborative projects. The five-story residence hall, set to open in the spring 2016
semester, will exceed Tennessee’s Sustainable Guidelines. The new 192,500-sq.-ft. Student Recreation Center, set to
begin construction next summer, will boast a divisible four-court gym, a multi-purpose fitness center with a climbing
wall, a recreational pool and lane pool. Other features of the $62 million Rec Center include a two-court gym, a
quarter-mile indoor track and a wellness and nutrition area. There will be three full-size turf fields and basketball
and tennis courts outside. An $18 million land bridge, scheduled to begin construction in spring 2017, will
connect the north and south sections of the campus, making the Student Recreation Center easily accessible.
At more than 40,000 sq. ft., the Music Center will more than double the space of the current Rudi E. Scheidt
School of Music, increase the number of rehearsal spaces and offer enhanced acoustics and technology.
The $40 million Music Center will serve as a global laboratory where faculty and world-famous performers
will guide students and push artistry to a new level through innovation and exploration. The School of Music
draws students from around the world and is the only music doctoral-granting program in Tennessee
and Arkansas.

◀ Top image: A land bridge to be constructed in 2017 will extend from the present-day
Southern Avenue parking lot over the railroad tracks to the mall area by the University
Center. Construction on a new Student Recreation Center (to the right of the land bridge)
will begin next summer. Lower left image: Music Center. Lower right image: Centennial Place.
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CAMPUS EXPANSION
PROJECTS
Cost Investments

Athletics

Basketball Facility
Football Facility

$40M

Centennial Place

$53M

Land Bridge

$18M

Student
Recreation Center

$62M

Music Center

$40M

Community
Health Building

$60M
Total:

		

$273M
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THE NEXT BIG THING

		
“The University of Memphis is committed to
				encouraging innovative

			and creative thinking.

				The Crews Center is the University’s hub
		
for turning ideas into the foundation for

					successful startup companies.”
- Dr. Jasbir Dhaliwal,

the UofM’s chief innovation officer

In a city recognized as a top producer of startups in the nation, the University of Memphis is taking it to the next level.
The region that has given birth to such companies as FedEx, Holiday Inn and AutoZone is primed for even more
success stories courtesy of the Crews Center for Entrepreneurship. Established in 2011, the Center is a world-class,
technology venture development lab where current and aspiring innovators brainstorm and tap into progressive
tools for business. Successes have come in the form of student Sankaet Pathak, whose startup SynapsePay has
already drawn investments near $1 million, and fellow student Morgan Steffy, whose photo-sharing app known
as Pickle has $135,000 in funds from investors. In August, the Center launched the Crews Center Catalyst (C3)
Seed Fund. The fund will incentivize individual student and faculty entrepreneurs to form startup teams for the
commercialization of ideas, devices, processes or other intellectual activities. “Establishing the C3 Seed Fund
was the natural next step for the Crews Center,” says John Bobango, chair of the Center’s advisory council.
“This fund will take entrepreneurship activity at the UofM to another level.” Awards of up to $3,000 or more
will be made to individuals or teams that include at least one current UofM student or faculty member.
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SynapsePay has drawn nearly

1 million

$

in investments.
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HEALTHY PARTNERSHIP

		“International Paper moved to
		

Memphis over 25 years ago.

This is our community and the
			 University of Memphis is our
‘hometown university’ with almost 500 very

		

talented UofM graduates working throughout IP.

Building a stronger university

			
benefits Memphis, Shelby County
		
and International Paper.”
- Tom Kadien,

senior vice president for Global Human Resources, Government
Relations and Corporate Social Responsibility at International Paper

Corporate partnerships help fuel the University of Memphis. More than 1,000 students in the
Loewenberg School of Nursing and another 100 in Communication Sciences and Disorders now
have a new place to learn and practice skills – thanks in part to a $1 million commitment from
International Paper. At 200,000 sq. ft., the Community Health Building is one of the largest
facilities for community health-related education in the Mid-South. The $60 million building also
houses the Memphis Speech and Hearing Center and the future Autism Center. In addition to
simulation suites, skills labs and health-assessment labs, an anechoic chamber allows worldclass research on hearing devices and hearing problems that can be conducted only in such a
unique environment.
IP also funds the UofM’s Water on Wheels (WOW), a mobile learning experience that
focuses on the science of water. The 24-foot trailer brings field trips to schools and events,
saving both money and time. WOW boasts colorful, interactive displays that appeal to
students in grades 4 through 6, but work for older and younger audiences as well. In
its first year, more than 3,000 people experienced WOW’s displays, which include the
Memphis aquifer system, the water cycle and water conservation.
IP’s backing extends to career-related areas as well. The company has participated in
the employer-led Mock Interview Program, and IP staff have been guest speakers at
Lunch and Learn workshops and served on advisory boards. IP has invited faculty,
staff and students to its annual International Paper Symposium and hosted a
résumé-feedback session for students.
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At

200,000 sq. ft.,

the Community Health Building is one of
the largest facilities for community healthrelated education in the Mid-South.
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GLOBAL EXPERIENCE

abroad was one of the
		best decisions I’ve made in my life.
		

“Studying

			I was pushed out of my comfort zone

		and came away with a whole new outlook
						on the world around me.
		It is something every student should consider.”
- Michael Maxey,

UofM senior who studied in Costa Rica
The ever-changing political climate in Cuba. A military base in Bulgaria. An Italian art gallery in a city of artistic treasures.
University of Memphis students are absorbing the cultures of more than 60 countries around the world in a robust study
abroad program. In Havana, where the U.S. recently reopened its embassy after 54 years, graduate students travel as
part of the Comparative Public Administration course. “As the relationship between the U.S. and Cuba begins to thaw,
it is an amazing time for students to explore this nation,” says Dr. Sharon Wrobel, a professor in the School of Urban
Affairs and Public Policy. At Florence University of the Arts, UofM students are afforded the opportunity to exhibit
photographs taken during the trip as part of Art Education and Digital Photography courses. “They get to study
master works of Renaissance art and architecture not only in Florence, but also in Pisa and Venice,” says instructor
of art David Horan. Army ROTC cadet Treven Treece lived and trained with members of the Bulgarian Army as
part the U.S. Army Cadet Command’s Cultural Understanding and Language Proficiency Program. He says, “Once
you get past the language barriers and the skin tones, you find that people in different cultures have a lot in
common. We all have families, we all work and we all want to do something with our lives.”
Closer to home and as part of the Year of Service initiative in honor of Dr. M. David Rudd’s investiture
as president, the UofM student organization Memphis River Warriors won a Mid-South Corporate Neighbor
Award for its work in cleaning up the Mississippi River and McKellar Lake. Other students, faculty, staff
and alumni have logged tens of thousands of hours of community service to organizations such as
the American Red Cross, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

◀ “As the relationship between the U.S. and

Cuba begins to thaw, it is an amazing time
for students to explore this nation.”
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University of Memphis students are
absorbing the cultures of more than

60 countries
around the world in a robust study
abroad program.
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EXTENDING OUR REACH

“With the intent of creating
		a destination center for
higher education, we have expanded
program, course and service offerings.”
- Dr. Richard Irwin,

vice provost for Academic Innovation and Support
Services, on the Collierville Center

The University of Memphis continues to widen its footprint — two UofM locations are experiencing record
growth this year. In Jackson, Tenn., at its Lambuth campus, 913 students are taking classes, up about 11
percent from 829 last fall. Enrollment at UofM Lambuth has been growing steadily since the University
of Memphis acquired the former Lambuth University in 2011. Enrollment the first year was 250. That
number rose to 581 in fall 2012, and grew to 695 in fall 2013, a 20 percent jump. Students have the
advantages of a campus that is set in a quiet residential neighborhood with the same services of a major
metropolitan university. Continually expanding offerings, UofM Lambuth will soon add a program in
Youth Services in the College of Education and a RN-to-BSN program. And the campus recently was
designated a Level 2 Arboretum by the Tennessee Urban Forestry Council.
At the Collierville Center in Collierville, Tenn., the number of students taking classes this fall is 670,
an increase of 18 percent over 2014. The 27,000-sq.-ft. building is outfitted with cutting-edge
technology. All 18 classrooms are smart classrooms equipped with audio and visual equipment.
The number of course sections offered has grown from 63 last fall to 85 this year. The Collierville
Center also provides onsite tutoring and advising, along with expanded dual enrollment offerings
and a seven-week hybrid format.
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Pictured:Uof M Lambuth campus

Student enrollment up about

11 percent
from last fall

Collierville Center
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PROVIDING SERVICES TO THOSE WHO SERVED

“Veterans

see
		college differently.
I feel like I am not alone here.
			 It’s a great spot for

building community.”
- Student and military veteran Thomas Graham,

on the Veterans Resource Center

Helping returning veterans make the transition to college after military service has earned the
University of Memphis multiple designations as a “Military Friendly School” by Victory Media.
In 2014, the UofM established a Veterans Resource Center (VRC), which provides services
and support for veterans and military students, as well as space to study and socialize.
Among the University’s other military-friendly offerings are a wide range of online courses
and degree programs, participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program and a seamless
transfer of credits from community colleges.
This summer, the UofM was one of 11 colleges selected to receive the Veteran
Reconnect Grant, a competitive award aimed at improving the success of veterans
enrolled in Tennessee colleges and universities. The $93,274 award will allow the
UofM to create a Student Veteran Support Team, provide dedicated internships
for veterans and increase training for faculty and staff on improving services to
veterans who are students.
Support for military personnel comes from the top down. President M. David
Rudd, an Army veteran, directed award-winning research through the National
Center for Veterans Studies, which showed that short-term, cognitivebehavioral therapy dramatically reduces suicide attempts among soldiers.
The Dr. M. David Rudd Fund for the Benefit of U.S. Military Veterans
supports research devoted to veterans’ studies, scholarships for veterans,
the VRC and other programs and initiatives that benefit those who have
served in the armed forces.
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“It’s been the single greatest pleasure
and privilege of my professional
career to play a role in helping our
wounded veterans recover from their
psychological wounds.”
- President M. David Rudd

402

Number of vets
enrolled at the UofM
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STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITIES

			“Neighborhood organizations

need more than money to help them
		
fix problems. This collaboration puts faculty
and students in the loop to assess where and
		how the grant dollars can do the most good.”
- Robert M. Fockler,

president of the Community Foundation of Greater Memphis
In the Binghampton neighborhood of Memphis, 33 percent of the households have no wage or salary income and
35 percent of residents live below the poverty level. University of Memphis faculty and students are using an art-based
project to help remedy the problem. Assistant professor of Spanish Diana Ruggiero secured an $18,500 Strengthening
Communities Grant that is expected to spur economic growth. “In collaboration with Caritas Village and El Centro
Cultural Latino de Memphis, students assist community leaders and members in the West Binghampton neighborhood
of Memphis to develop self-sustaining micro-economies centered on the arts,” says Ruggiero. “Specifically, students
engage community leaders in ‘World Café’ planning sessions to help develop the project and to train and support
artisans and community members. Each ethnic community within West Binghampton will collectively design,
produce and market cultural products to be sold.” The initiative, known as the Create Community Engaged
Scholarship Project (CRuCES), includes five distinct cultural groups: African-Americans, Africans (Burundi,
Sudanese and Somali), Asian (Nepali, Laotian and Vietnamese), Latino/Mexican and Caucasian peoples.
Strengthening Communities is an initiative of the UofM’s School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy and the
Engaged Scholarship Faculty Committee at the University of Memphis, the Community Foundation of Greater
Memphis, United Way of the Mid-South and the Learning by Giving Foundation. The program has funded 24
community-based projects since it was established six years ago, including jumpstarting efforts to revitalize
the Soulsville neighborhood near downtown Memphis. It establishes a national model for strengthening
communities by pairing university faculty/students with community organizations to implement
geographically based projects with grants up to $18,500.

◀ Strengthening Communities is an initiative of

the UofM’s School of Urban Affairs and Public
Policy and the Engaged Scholarship Faculty
Committee at the University of Memphis, the
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis,
United Way of the Mid-South and the Learning
by Giving Foundation.
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Strengthening Community Capacity Building

Grants of $18,500

were awarded to Caritas Village for the CRuCES project (Diana Ruggiero,
assistant professor of Spanish); Friends for Life for the Women’s
Empowerment Group project (Robin Lennon-Dearing, assistant professor
of social work); and Mississippi River Corridor — Tennessee for MORE
2015-2016 Frayser ASD Program and Assessment (Leigh Harrell-Williams,
assistant professor of counseling, educational psychology and research
(CEPR) and Christian Mueller, associate professor of CEPR).
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TOP RANKINGS AND PERFORMANCES

Record-breaking

32

year of fundraising:

$

million

14%
growth
in alumni support
(donors)

NO. 1

RANKED

law school facility
(Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law)

Largest number of
Honors students in Tennessee:

2,201
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2015

CASE Educational

FUNDRAISING

AWARD
for superior
fundraising efforts

U.S. News & World Report’s

TOP 25

in Audiology, Speech-Language
Pathology and Rehabilitation Counseling

Highest average GPA
and
composite ACT score
for incoming freshmen
on record

3.40
23.19

UofM rankings in the

TOP 50

Audiology / Speech-Language Pathology /

Best Value Law School / Internship Program
/ Rehabilitation Counseling / Best Law School
Facility in the Nation / Online MBA Program
/ Bachelor’s in Communication Program
/ Doctoral Programs in Business / Online
Bachelor in History Degree Program / Online
BA English Degree Program / Doctoral
Programs in Business / Best Value Colleges
for Nursing Degrees / Online Graduate
Business Programs for Veterans / Best Online
Colleges / Master of Health Administration /
Environmentally Friendly Colleges / Service,
Staff, Courses and Financial Aid
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TRANSFORMING LIVES

		 “This program will
		help the health of our children.
			It will make Memphis

					a healthier place
		

to live, a more desirable place to live.”
- Peter Letsou,

dean of the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law

In the first local partnership of its kind, the Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law is collaborating with Le Bonheur Children’s
Hospital and Memphis Area Legal Services to address legal and social issues that affect patient health. The mission is to
train attorneys and medical professionals to recognize the types of legal issues that impact the health of low-income
children and their families, and how to provide them with legal assistance.
The Memphis CHiLD Clinic (Children’s Health Law Directive) provides legal services, education and advocacy
for families in need. It features a variety of training and educational programs and a legal clinic at Le Bonheur
where UofM law students have devoted space to work on cases and referrals, meet with patients and medical
professionals, and conduct training sessions. Le Bonheur residents and staff have access to the clinic as well,
and will participate in training sessions and learning opportunities.
The initial focus of the collaboration is on assisting families with children suffering from severe asthma.
Memphis CHiLD will try to get help for the families who are dealing with issues such as mold in their homes,
a leading trigger of asthma attacks. The partnership encompasses all of Tennessee, Arkansas and Mississippi.
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About

14%

of children in Memphis
have asthma, creating problems
for parents and children alike.
WebMD reports that it is the
cause of 40 percent of stays at
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital
near downtown Memphis.

◀ Students at the Cecil C. Humphreys

School of Law take part in dozens of
projects that benefit the community.
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Each day at the UofM,

BRIGHT STUDENTS ARE
developing
designing

creating

writing

and learning

TODAY IS A PERFECT DAY TO MAKE A GENUINE IMPACT ON OUR CURRENT AND FUTURE TIGERS.

YOUR GENEROSITY
expands research opportunities.

YOUR SUPPORT
energizes our community.

YOUR GIFT TODAY
keeps our rankings on the rise.

MAKE YOUR ANNUAL GIFT TODAY AT MEMPHIS.EDU/GIVE
The University of Memphis, a Tennessee Board of Regents institution, is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action University. It is committed to education of a non-racially identifiable student body.
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